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SUBJECT: WMO PROPOSED PROGRAM AND BUDGET FOR 1980-1983 

REF: GENEVA 7594 

1. DEPT APPRECIATES MISSION'S COMMENTS AND GUIDANCE ON WMO 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S PROGAM AND BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR THE 
EIGHTH FINANCIAL PERIOD (1980-83) WHICH WILL BE ADOPTED BY 
THE WMO CONGRESS IN 1979. DEPT HAS BEEN REVIEWING DOCUMENT 
22 WITH NOAA AND OTHER CONCERNED AGENCIES IN ORDER TO 
DEVELOP US POSITION FOR PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS AT 30TH 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BEGINNING NEXT WEEK. MISSION'S RECOM- 
MENDATIONS THEREFORE PARTICULARLY TIMELY AND VALUABLE. 

2. FOR PURPOSE OF COMPARISON DEPT AND NOAA HAVE BEEN WORK- 
ING ON BASIS OF FACT THAT PERCENTAGE INCREASES RECOMMENDED 
IN THE SYG PROPOSALS RELATE TO TWO FOUR- YEAR PERIODS (1976- 
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1979 AND 1980-1983), AND THAT FOR ASSESSMENT OF ACTUAL 
INCREASES FOCUS SHOULD BE GIVEN TO YEAR BY YEAR PROGRESSION. 

ON BASIS OF SUCH METHOD OF COMPARISON, ACTUAL YEARLY IN- 
CREASES ARE AT AN 8.65 PERCENT LEVEL (3.99 PERCENT FOR 
MANDATORY INCREASES AND 4.68 PERCENT FOR EXPANDING ACTIVI- 
TIES). COMPARISON OF TWO FOUR- YEAR PERIODS IN TOTO WOULD, 

OF COURSE, SHOW A 51.8 PERCENT INCREASE OVER PREVIOUS PERIOD 
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AS MISSION POINTS OUT. 

3. AFTER REMOVAL OF SEVERAL INCONSISTENCIES AND AETER 
URGING SHIETS IN PRIORITIES IN THE PROGRAM/BUDGET, TO 
REELECT MORE EFFECTIVE USE OF AVAILABLE RESOURCES, DEPT 
FEELS THAT RESULTING REDUCTIONS WILL BRING BUDGET TO LEVEL 
US COULD ACCEPT GIVEN OUR MAJOR 

INTEREST IN MOST PROGRAMS COVERED BY THE BUDGET. WORLD 
CLIMATE PROGRAM, FOR EXAMPLE, WILL BE MAJOR INTERNATIONAL 
COMPONENT OF US NATIONAL CLIMATE PROGRAM NOW BEING DEVELOP- 
ED WITH A US INTERAGENCY BUDGET AT LEVEL OF APPROXIMATELY 
HALF BILLION DOLLARS. SIMILARLY, THE GLOBAL ATMOSPHERIC 
RESEARCH PROGRAM (GARP) IS ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF SEVERAL 
US INTERAGENCY PROGRAMS IN ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH. WEATHER 
MODIFICATION, HYDROLOGY, THE EXPANSION OF USE OF METEORO- 
LOGICAL SATELLITES, TROPICAL CYCLONE STUDIES, ARE ALL 
PROGRAMS OF MAJOR INTEREST TO THE US WHICH HAVE RECEIVED 
STRONG US CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT. IN THIS CONNECTION, US 
LEGISLATION ON CLIMATE PROGRAMS CALLS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
ACTION. 

4. DEPT AND NOAA AGREE WITH MISSION THAT HIGH GRADE AND 
OEEICE OE DIRECTOR OE OPERATIONAL SERVICES PROGRAM SHOULD 
BE ELIMINATED. OTHER PROGRAMS HIGHLIGHTED IN PARA 4 REETEL 
SHOULD BE EXAMINED WITH THE VIEW OE ESTABLISHING THEIR 
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ACTUAL VALIDITY, NEED EOR PERSONNEL AND DISPROPORTIONATE 
NUMBER OP HIGH GRADES. 

5. DEPT AND NOAA ALSO PULLY AGREE WITH MISSION IN QUES- 
TIONING NEED TO ESTABLISH PIELD REGIONAL OEPICES AND A WMO 
LIAISON OEEICE AT UN HEADQUARTERS. USREP AT EC WILL 
REITERATE US OPPOSITION TO THE CONSIDERABLE INCREASES THAT 
WOULD DERIVE PROM IMPLEMENTATION OP SUCH NON-JUSTIEIED 
PROPOSALS. 

6. USREP WILL ALSO CAREEULLY REVIEW SOME OP THE PROGRAMS 
WHICH, ALTHOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY DEFINED AS TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE, MAY ENTAIL A DE FACTO ASSISTANCE COMPONENT. 

7. US PERMREP WILL ATTACH REETEL TO HIS GUIDANCE PAPERS 
AND WILL DRAW FROM IT AS APPROPRIATE. 

VANCE 
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